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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIN, OECD 

SUBJECT: FINANCIAL SUPPORT FUND - LANGUAGES ISSUES AND 
DRAFT COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

REFS: (A) OECD PARIS 6958 
(B) OECD PARIS 6972 

1. WE UNDERSTAND THAT OECD COUNCIL WILL CONSIDER THE TWO 
REMAINING BRACKETED SECTIONS IN THE FINANCIAL SUPPORT FUND 
AGREEMENT CONCERNING THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGES FOR THE FUND 
AND THE LANGUAGES FOR ESTABLISHING AUTHENTIC TEXTS. 

2. MISSION SHOULD MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO AVOID INVOLVEMENT 
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SO THAT AGREEMENT CAN BE SIGNED ON APRIL 9. IN PARTICU- 
LAR, WE SHOULD AVOID A SITUATION WHERE THE US WOULD BEAR 
THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR FRUSTRATING GERMAN DESIRES TO 
SEE GERMAN USED AS OFFICIAL LANGUAGE AND AUTHENTIC TEXT. 

3. WITH RESPECT TO THE SUBSTANCE OF THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGES 
ISSUE, OUR CLEAR PREFERENCE IS FOR RESTRICTING TO ENGLISH 
AND FRENCH. WE COULD, HOWEVER, SUPPORT A COMPROMISE IN 
WHICH SECRETARIAT WOULD PROVIDE TRANSLATION AND INTERPRE- 
TATION FACILITIES IN GERMAN AT EXPENSE OF FRG. UNDERSTAND 

ITALIANS ALREADY HAVE THIS FACILITY FOR SOME OECD OPERA- 
TIONS AND GERMANS HAVE IT IN EPC. GERMANS SEEM TO BE 
INSISTING THAT DEBTORS OF FUND PAY FOR SUCH FACILITIES. 

IT SEEMS TO US THAT THIS IS EITHER ILLUSORY, SINCE AMOUNT 
OF SERVICE CHARGE ON DEBTORS WILL UNDOUBTEDLY NOT BE 
INCREASED TO TAKE THIS INTO ACCOUNT, OR UNDESIRABLE. 

4. WITH RESPECT TO AUTHENTIC TEXTS WE ARE CONCERNED 
THAT MULTIPLICATION OF SUCH TEXTS WOULD CONFUSE PROCESS 
OF INTERPRETATION OF AGREEMENT, AND SHOULD BE AVOIDED IF 
POSSIBLE. IT COULD ALSO RESULT IN A DELAY IN SIGNING 
AGREEMENT IN ORDER TO ALLOW TIME TO PREPARE AND CERTIFY 
AUTHENTIC TEXT IN VARIOUS LANGUAGES. CONSEQUENTLY, IT 
WOULD BE USEFUL IF GERMANS ACCEPTED AN "OFFICIAL TEXT" 

AS OPPOSED TO AN "AUTHENTIC TEXT." SUCH A TEXT WOULD 
HAVE OFFICIAL STATUS FOR PRESENTATION TO PARLIAMENT 
(WHICH WE UNDERSTAND IS A CONCERN OF THE FRG) AND FOR 
GENERAL DISCUSSIONS IN GOVERNING COMMITTEE, BUT WOULD NOT 
BE AUTHORITATIVE FROM POINT OF VIEW OF INTERPRETATION OF 
AGREEMENT. SUCH OFFICIAL TEXT COULD BE PREPARED SUBSE- 
QUENT TO SIGNING OF THE AGREEMENT. 

5. IF NO OTHER SOLUTIONS APPEAR VIABLE AND THERE IS 

BROAD CONSENSUS AMONG OTHER COUNTRIES THAT GERMAN MUST 
BE ADDED AS AN OFFICIAL LANGUAGE AND FOR THE AUTHENTIC 
TEXT WE ARE PREPARED TO GO ALONG. WE WOULD BE VERY 
RELUCTANT TO SUPPORT THIS STEP IF IT LED TO INCLUSION OF 
ADDITIONAL LANGUAGES BEYOND GERMAN. HOWEVER, IF ABSOLUTE- 
LY NECESSARY TO RESOLVE ISSUE PRIOR TO APRIL 9, WE COULD 
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ACCEPT OTHER LANGUAGES PROVIDED THIS WOULD NOT DELAY 
SIGNING BEYOND APRIL 9 AND ALL OTHER AUTHENTIC 
TEXTS WOULD BE PREPARED LATER. 

6. YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO APPROVE DRAFT COUNCIL RESOLU- 
TION TRANSMITTED REF B . INGERSOLL 
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